
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl i ca t i on  No. 12601 o f  George Washington U n i v e r s i t y ,  a s  amended, 
p u r s u a n t  t o  Sub-sect ion  8207.2 o f  t h e  Zoning Regu l a t i ons ,  f o r  a  
s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  under Paragraph  3104.44 t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  use  o f  
a  pa rk ing  l o t  under t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  campus p l a n  i n  t h e  R-5-C 
D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises  2006, 2010-2016-2108 and 2024-2026 "G" 
S t r e e t ,  and 2007-2029 "F" S t r e e t ,  N . W . ,  (Square 103,  Lo t s  25, 
812, 813 and 815) . 
HEARING DATE: March 15 ,  1978 
DECISION DATE: A p r i l  5 ,  1978 

FINDINGS OF FACT: - 
1. The s u b j e c t  pa rk ing  l o t  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  

"G" S t r e e t  between 20 th  and 2 1 s t  S t r e e t s  a t  2006, 2010-2016-2018 
and 2024-2026 "G" S t r e e t ,  N .  W .  and on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  "F" 
S t r e e t  between 20 th  and 2 1 s t  S t r e e t s  a t  2007-2029 "F" S t r e e t ,  N.W.  
and i s  i n  an  R-5-C D i s t r i c t .  The l o t s  a r e  d i v i d e d  by a  p u b l i c  
a l l e y  runn ing  down t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  squa re  and p a r a l l e l  t o  "F" 
and "G" S t r e e t s .  The l o t s  on "G" S t r e e t  a r e  f u r t h e r  s e p a r a t e d  by 
e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  l o c a t e d  a t  2008 and 2020 "G" S t r e e t .  

2. By BZA Order No. 11278, d a t e d  January  31, 1973 t h e  Board 
g r a n t e d  c o n d i t i o n a l l y  pe rmiss ion  f o r  t h e  pa rk ing  l o t  known a s  
2006, 2004-2010, 2016 "G" S t r e e t ,  N.W.  and 2007-2029 "F" S t r e e t ,  
N .  W .  t o  c o n t i n u e  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  f i v e  y e a r s .  By 
BZA Order  No. 11799, d a t e d  February  7, 1975 t h e  Board g r a n t e d  
c o n d i t i o n a l l y  pe rmiss ion  f o r  t h e  pa rk ing  l o t  known a s  2018, 2024 
and 2026 "G"  S t r e e t ,  N .  W. t o  c o n t i n u e  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  
t h r e e  y e a r s .  

3. A l l  o f  t h e  l o t s  a r e  o p e r a t e d  by Pa rk ing  Management I nc .  
a s  one f a c i l i t y .  

4 .  The s u b j e c t  pa rk ing  l o t  i s  approximate ly  49,500 squa re  
f e e t  and ha s  a  c a p a c i t y  o f  two hundred-twenty space s .  There i s  
one driveway on "F" S t r e e t ,  N . W .  which i s  twenty- f ive  f e e t  wide.  
A l l  o t h e r  a c c e s s  i s  from t h e  a l l e y .  The l o t  o p e r a t e s  from 7:00 a.m. 
t o  9:00 p.m. 

5 .  The s u b j e c t  l o t  i s  used f o r  commuter pa rk ing  and f o r  
commercial b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  I t  i s  used p r i m a r i l y  f o r  a l l  day 
pa rk ing ,  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  by employees o f  t h e  ~ n t e r n a t i o n a l  Monetary 
Fund and t h e  World Bank. The p a r t  o f  t h e  l o t  on "F" S t r e e t  was 
o b t a i n e d  by t h e  Un ive r s i t y  from t h e  IMF a s  p a r t  o f  a  l a n d  exchange 

i n v o l v i n g  o t h e r  p rope r ty  i n  t h e  b lock  bounded by 19 ,  20 , 
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"G" and "H" S t r e e t s ,  N. W.  

6 .  The p a r k i n g  l o t  i s  paved w i t h  an  a l l  wea ther  impervious  
s u r f a c e  and i s  w e l l  ma in ta ined .  A b r i c k  w a l l  approx imate ly  t h r e e  
f e e t  h i g h  i s  prov ided  a long  t h e  "F" S t r e e t  f r o n t a g e  and wheel  
s t o p s  a r e  p rov ided  a long  t h e  "G" S t r e e t  f r o n t a g e  t o  p r o t e c t  p u b l i c  
space .  An a t t e n d a n t ' s  s h e l t e r  i s  p rov ided  on t h e  s i t e .  

7. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  George Washington 
U n i v e r s i t y  Campus P l an  a s  approved by t h e  Board. The p r o p e r t y  
i s  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  development i n  t h e  second and t h i r d  s t a g e  o f  
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  campus development.  The p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e  l o c a t e d  
on "F" S t r e e t  i s  t o  be  developed w i t h  a  pa rk ing  garage  acco rd ing  
t o  t h e  approved Campus Plan .  That  p a r k i n g  garage  would ex t end  
from "G" S t r e e t  t o  "F" S t r e e t  i n  t h e  middle  o f  Square  103. The 
p a r k i n g  l o t  cove r s  t h e  major  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  s q u a r e  w i t h  t h e  
excep t i on  t h a t  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  a l o n g  20 th  and 2 1 s t  S t r e e t  a r e  
mos t ly  developed w i t h  u n i v e r s i t y  r e l a t e d  b u i l d i n g s  and i n c l u d e  
t h e  S c o t t  Key H a l l ,  A r t  Department B u i l d i n g  and some f r a t e r n i t y  
houses.  

8. The Municipal  P l ann ing  Of f i c e ,  by r e p o r t  d a t e d  March 8 ,  
1978, recommended app rova l  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  on t h e  grounds 
t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  l o t  i s  a temporary one and it s e r v e s  t h e  p r e s e n t  
p a r k i n g  needs  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  

9 .  The Department o f  T r a n s p ~ r t a t i o n ~ b y  r e p o r t  d a t e d  
March 2, 1978 and a t  t h e  P u b l i c  Hear ing,  recommended app rova l  
o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  no l o n g e r  t h a n  a f o u r  y e a r  p e r i o d  a t  
which t i m e  t hey  would r e e v a l u a t e  a  r e a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  de te rmine  
t h e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  by t r a n s i t  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  s e r v e d  by t h e  
s u b j e c t  p a r k i n g  l o t .  

10. Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A opposed t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
because  o f  t h e  l ongs t and ing  problems t h e  Foggy Bottom-West End 
a r e a  h a s  had w i t h  t h e  n o i s e ,  conges t i on  and p o l l u t i o n  emanat ing 
from t h e  thousands  o f  v e h i c l e s  d r i v e n  by commuters which c l o g  
t h e  neighborhood each  workday. The A N C ' s  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p o l i c y  
i s  t h a t  t hey  would oppose a c t i o n s  which would i n c r e a s e  commercial 
p a r k i n g  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  a r e a ,  a l t hough  it is  i n  f a v o r  o f  mee t ing  
t h e  r e s i d e n t ' s  needs  f o r  pa rk ing .  I t  was s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c y  
o f  t h e  ANC i s  s t r o n g l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  c i t y ' s  p o l i c i e s  toward 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  emphasis on encouraging u se  o f  
mass t r a n s i t  and d i s cou rag ing  t h e  use  o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  automobi le .  

11. The Board i s  r e q u i r e d  by s t a t u t e  t o  g i v e  " g r e a t  weight"  
t o  t h e  i s s u e s  and concerns  o f  t h e  ANC. The Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  
ANC, i n  i t s  r e p o r t  and t e s t imony ,  h a s  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  add re s sed  
the p a r t i c u l a r  f a c t s  o f  t h i s  c a s e ,  i n  t h a t  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  would 
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n o t  i n c r e a s e  commercial p a r k i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  b u t  r a t h e r  would 
c o n t i n u e  a  l o t  a l r e a d y  i n  e x i s t a n c e .  The Board f i n d s  t h a t  b o t h  
t h e  Munic ipal  P l a n n i n g  O f f i c e  and t h e  Department o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
have recommended t h a t  t h e  l o t  be  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  an i n t e r i m  p e r i o d  
o f  t i m e ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  even though t h e  Foggy Bottom Metro S t a t i o n  
i s  i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  g e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  have remained 
t h e  same d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s .  The Board f i n d s  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  
a r e  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  change m a t e r i a l l y  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  u n t i l  t h e r e  i s  
a  g r e a t e r  Metro sys tem i n  o p e r a t i o n .  

12. The Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  concern  o f  t h e  ANC t o  s u p p o r t  
t h e  p o l i c y  of  encourag ing  use  o f  mass t r a n s i t  and d i s c o u r a g e  
use  o f  p r i v a t e  automobi les  i s  one which canno t  be t a k e n  l i g h t l y .  
The Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h i s  l o t  does  n o t  s e r v e  t o  
encourage  u s e  o f  mass t r a n s i t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  it r e l a t e s  t o  a l l - d a y  
commuter pa rk ing .  

13.  The W e s t  End C i t i z e n s  A s s o c i a t i o n  and a  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  
i n  t h e  neighbohood opposed t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  They 
concur red  w i t h  t h e  grounds s t a t e d  by t h e  ANC and,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  
f e l t  t h a t  d e v e l o p e r s  and t h e  a p p l i c a n t  w e r e  t e a r i n g  down houses  
i n s t e a d  o f  rehabil i ta t ing them and t h e n  s e e k i n g  a p p r o v a l  of  p a r k i n g  
l o t s .  

1 4 .  The Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h e s e  l o t s  have been i n  o p e r a t i o n  
f o r  many y e a r s ,  and t h a t  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  no  houses  
have  been t o r n  down. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

The Board conc ludes  t h a t  an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  
must b e  judged on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  c r i t e r i a  se t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s .  The Board conc ludes  t h a t  i n  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  does  comply w i t h  t h e  requ i rement  o f  Pa ragraph  
3104.44 o f  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s .  The Board conc ludes  t h a t  t h i s  
l o t  by i t s e l f  does  n o t  r e a s o n a b l y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a d v e r s e  t r a f f i c  
e f f e c t ,  and t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l o t  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  h a s  n o t  
had an a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  on t h e  p r e s e n t  c h a r a c t e r  o r  f u t u r e  development  
of  this a r e a .  The l o t  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  r e a s o n a b l y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  
e x i s t i n g  u s e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

The Board conc ludes  t h a t  i t  has  g iven  g r e a t  we igh t  t o  t h e  
i s s u e s  and concerns  o f  t h e  Advisory Neighborhood Commission, b u t  
t h a t  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  a r e  
n o t  s u c h  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f a l l s  w i t h i n  t h e  o b j e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  
ANC. The Board does  conc lude ,  however, t h a t  a s  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  
o f  mass t r a n s i t  i n c r e a s e s  w i t h  t h e  open ing  o f  more M e t r o r a i l  
r o u t e s ,  it w i l l  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  review p a r k i n g  l o t s  t o  de te rmine  
i f  t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  r e a s o n a b l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  a r e a  i n  which t h e y  
a r e  l o c a t e d .  
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The Board t a k e s  n o t e  o f  t h e  need f o r  parking t o  s e rve  t h e  
s t u d e n t s ,  f a c u l t y ,  s t a f f  and v i s i t o r s  of t h e  Univers i ty .  The 
Board no te s  t h a t  development of t h e  proper ty  f o r  use  by t h e  
Un ive r s i t y  i s  scheduled f o r  some u n c e r t a i n  t ime i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

The Board no te s  t h a t  two o t h e r  park ing  l o t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  by 
t h e  Un ive r s i t y  were heard and decided by t h e  Board a t  t h e  same 
time a s  t h e  p r e s e n t  case .  These a p p l i c a t i o n s  can a l l  be d i s t i n g -  
uished i n d i v i d u a l l y ;  t h i s  one i s  f o r  t h e  con t inua t ion  of  a  commercially 
used l o t ,  c a s e  12610 i s  f o r  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of a  new Unive r s i t y  
l o t  and case  12611 is  f o r  t h e  con t inua t ion  of a  Un ive r s i t y  used 
l o t .  

I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  hereby ORDERED t h a t  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  
GRANTED s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  fol lowing CONDITIONS : 

Approval s h a l l  be f o r  a  pe r iod  o f  ONE YEAR which s h a l l  
be s u b j e c t  t o  renewal i n  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  Board 
upon t h e  f i l i n g  of a  new a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  manner 
p re sc r ibed  by t h e  Zoning Regulat ions .  

A l l  a r e a s  devoted t o  driveways,  acces s  l a n e s ,  and 
park ing  a r e a s  s h a l l  be mainta ined wi th  a  paving o f  
m a t e r i a l  forming an a l l -wea ther  impervious s u r f a c e .  

An e i g h t  inch  coping s h a l l  be e r e c t e d  and mainta ined 
a long each s i d e  o f  a l l  driveways t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
p u b l i c  space.  

Bumper s t o p s  s h a l l  be e r e c t e d  and mainta ined f o r  t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  of a l l  ad jo in ing  bu i ld ings .  

No v e h i c l e  o r  any p a r t  t he reo f  s h a l l  be pe rmi t t ed  t o  
p r o j e c t  ove r  any l o t  o r  b u i l d i n g  l i n e  o r  on o r  over  t h e  
p u b l i c  space.  

A l l  p a r t s  of  t h e  l o t  s h a l l  be k e p t  f r e e  o f  r e f u s e  o r  
d e b r i s  and s h a l l  be paved o r  landscaped.  Landscaping 
s h a l l  be mainta ined i n  a  hea l thy  growing cond i t i on  and 
i n  a  n e a t  and o r d e r l y  appearance.  

No o t h e r  use s h a l l  be conducted from o r  upon t h e  premises 
and no s t r u c t u r e  o t h e r  than  an a t t e n d a n t ' s  s h e l t e r  s h a l l  
be e r e c t e d  o r  used upon t h e  premises un le s s  such use o r  
s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  o therwise  permi t ted  i n  t h e  zoning d i s t r i c t  
i n  which t h e  park ing  l o t  i s  loca t ed .  

Any l i g h t i n g  used t o  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  parking l o t  o r  i t s  
accessory  b u i l d i n g  s h a l l  be s o  a r ranged  t h a t  a l l  d i r e c t  
r a y s  of  such l i g h t i n g  a r e  conf ined  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  of  
t h e  park ing  l o t .  
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i. A t  t h e  t i m e  of f i l i n g  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  B o a r d  
f o r  r e n e w a l  of t h e  pa rk ing  l o t ,  the a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  
submit t o  t h e  B o a r d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n :  

1. T h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  and t h e  World B a n k  and t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
M o n e t a r y  F u n d  r ega rd ing  t h e  proper ty .  

2 .  An  est imate of w h e n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w i l l  cease 
u s i n g  t h e  l o t  fo r  c o m m e r c i a l  p a rk ing ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
i n c l u d i n g  w h e n  t h e  World B a n k  and t h e  I . M . F .  w i l l  no 
l onge r  use  t h e  l o t .  

3 .  T h e  f u t u r e  p l ans  for  u se  of t h e  l o t  by t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  u s e  t o  be made 
w h e n  t h e  commercial pa rk ing  operat ion ceases. 

VOTE : 

4-0 ( W i l l i a m  F .  M c I n t o s h ,  C h a r l e s  R. N o r r i s ,  C h l o e t h i e l  Woodard 
S m i t h  and L e o n a r d  L .  M c C a n t s )  

BY ORDER OF THE D. C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED By:  
STEVEN E .  SHER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 26  APR 1978 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A  PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A  BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN A  PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  
ORDER. 


